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His Court doth defire D* Littleton to 
print his Sermon , Preached at the 
Guildhall-Chappel on the 29* of February 
laſt, before the Lord Mayor andAldecmen 
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To the Right Honourabl: 
S' ROBERT CLAFTON, 


Lord MAYOR of LONDON 


; | 
SRSQES Government bath beer 
(27 Need) ways ownd by All, 
S who ever were truly Wiſe 

% aud Good, to be one of f 
Yor the preateſt Bleſſings, God * | 

bath vouchſafed to the Neceſſities of 
Mankind; ſo through the Wantonueſs 
or Peeviſhneſs of thoſe that are to be 
Govern'd, it as rendred ſometimes as 


Difficult a Province , as it s Oſeful aud 
Neceſſary. 
kt 
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In this Sphere Tour Lordlhip bath 
aFed with that Loyalty tothe KIN G, 
that Zeal to Religion, and that Mode- 
ration to all ſorts of People , that You 
have fully acquitted Your ſelf to publick 
Approbation. | 

{hat Wantonnels, I mentioned , 
proceeds from the abundance and ill 
uſe of Peace and Plenty. T hat other 
Cauſe of diſorder, which I named, Pee- 
viſhnels , ariſeth from any ſlight Appre- 
benfion of doubtful 2nd dangerous T imes : 
which may poſſibly be now our Caſe. 

In order to the ſatisfaftion of ſuch, 
Miſapprehenſzons, 1 have deſigned this \| 
ſhort Diſcourſe ; the Sum of which is | 
to do our Duty, and to truſt God | 


with the Succeſs : which will certainly 


be the moſi Rational, as well as the moſt 


 Chriitian way of ſecuring every. Man 


from thoſe wild Fears, we labour under. 


—— ——_— 


My Lord , I dare not queſtion, but 
that T bat ſlender Acceptance, which this 
mean Sermon met with at its Delivery 
out of the Pulpit, that and much more 
it will find now in its Publication by 


Your Lordſhips Order from the Prefs, 


Your Lordſhips 


moſt Humble and Obedient 


Servant, 


\ . , j- 


ADAM -LITTAETFON. 
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PSAL. XXXVIL' 5. 


Commit thy way unto the Lord, [or,Roll 
thy way upon the Lord ; | truit alſo in 
bim : and be ſhall bring it to paſs. 


2 SESITSGST hath been a conſtant Com- 
22 plant almoit ever ſince the 

Z2= World began,and that which 
SZ hath provd a trouble not on- 
Z@ 2 ly to Vulgar Spirits, but hath 
oem oven ſome temptation even 
tothe Wiſe and the Good alſo ; that whereas 
Juſtice requares,utBonzs ſit bene, Malis male,that 
it ſhould go Well with the Good, and 7] with 
the Bad; God ſometimes, by his providental 
Diſpenſations, 1f not orders, atleaſt ſuffers it 
to be quite otherwiſe: infomuch that Epicu- 
rus and his Followers, upon this account ut- 
terly denied, that there was any ſuch thing as 
Divine Providence, to take care of things here 
below : whuch yet,from the very principles of 
Vertue and common Morality , the Sroicks, 
another ſore of Pluloſophers, as ſtoutly 
B allerted 
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aflerted andthaintain'd, notwithſtanding this 


ſeeming Irregularity in. us uncqual diſtribu- 
tions; which confideration is (till further 1m- 
prov'd by Chriſtian Philoſophy into a ground 
of Bchet of one of the main 4rzicles of our 

Religion, zo wit, a future State; and has becn 
made uſc of as one great Argument and Af- 
{urance, bz{1de that of Revelation, to confirm 


our Faith of the laſt Judgment, of aLite after 


this, and of eternal Rewards. 
.- This Pſalm up and down repreſents the 
Caſe, to wit, the flouriſhing condition of the 
Wicked to the great prejudice and hazard of 
Gods people; and ſuppoſing this might prove 
a Temptation to the Godly, to entertain ſuch 
unquict apprehentions, 8: Dawd huinfſclt ag# 
knowledges elſewhere he had:labourcd un- 
der, till he went into the SanFuay, thar' 1s, til 
he had conſulted with the Divine Oracles,and; 
thence received ſatisfaction: and cafe ; he per- 
ſwadcs us, in ſuch Inſtances, toconfidence wr 
God and patience in welkdoing ; and difco- 
vers the Eſtate of Pous and Ungodly men to 
be as different, not only im:#heWorld to 
come, but through Gods-juſt Judgment ma- 
ny times: even 1n this Late, as their Principhes 
and Practices havk been. | | |._---- 
Theſe 


am” 


| before the Lord Mayor. 


Theſe are the moſt conſiderable Subjects 
and Parts of this whole Compolure ; of 
which, becauſe they le ſcattered here and 
there, and intermixt with: one another , (a 
thing uſual in Alphabetical Writings, ſuch as 
this 18;) I ſhall nor go about to preſent you 
with an exact Arzaly/is, but fetch im the Royal 
Prophets ſentiments and obſervations, as they 
will fall in kindly intoche body of my Dil 
courſe,as we goalong. 

Indeed the Words,I have now read to you, 
arc a compleat Abridgment of the whole 
Pſalm , or rather a general Aphoriſm applied 
here to this particular Caſe, by which Ir, as all 
others of like nature, ought to be ſtated and 
_ reloly'd. For if we are inthe general account 
of Picty, upon all occations of Danger or 
Diſtreſs, of Doubt or ſeeming Deſertion, to com- 
mit our way unto the Lord, and to truft in him ; 
then 1t will behove us no lefs, in this particu- 
ar Caſe of proſperous Wickedneſs and op- 
preſled Piety, to have the ſame deference to 
God and confidence 1nihim : and God, who 
1s neVEr wanting to thoſe who truſt in him, 
will alſo, in.this Caſe, upon our meekſubmiſ- 
{10n to his il], and faithful adherence to his 
Word, ſupport and relieve us, at leait do that 
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which ſhall be beſt for us; he will, mn Is due 
time, according to his good pleaſure, it we 
commit our ſelves and our ways to him, and 
truſt in hum, he will bring it to paſs. 

There are then 1n this ptece of Scripture 
three things to be taken notice of; the one 
Implied or ſuppoſed, the other rwo Expreſſed 
and plainly ſer down. 

r. Here 1s the ſuppoſal of a Caſe, of a 
doubtful and dangerous condition ; for fo 
the committing of a Concern to another, and 
truſting his Wiſdom and Fidelity with the 
management of it, implies, that a man doth 
not think-himſelt fate without ſuch a deyolu- 
tion and confidence. 0 

2. A Direflion, how we arc to- behave our 
{clyes in a caſe of fuch doubt and danger; 


Commit thy way unto the Lord oc. 


3. An Afurance of good fucccls upon our 
ſo doing : and he will bring it to paſs. : 
Of theſe Severals I ſhall treat with all ho- 


neſt plainneſs, the Thing it (elf being of an 


umverſal uſe and influence, wherein all Per- 
ſons, all Intereſts are concerned ; that I may 


take un all, even the meaneſt capacities. 


I. For 


before the Lord Mayor: 


I. For the Caſe ſuppoſed ; it is but fo in the 
Text, bur inthe Pſalm 1t felf it is ſufficiently 
expreiled and fully repreſented. 

The Pſalm, to givea ſhort account of it, 1s 
a perſwative to Contentment and Satisfation 
wh Providence, which permits wicked men 
to floarihh for a while; intorced with ſundry 
Reaſons, eſpecially this, That Godly mens con- 
dition 15 however much better than thears, 
even at the preſent, not to ſpeakof hereafter. 
So1t begins, | 


Verlſe 1.Fret not thy ſelf becauſe of Evil doers, 


neither be thou envious againſt the workers of 


Iniquity. He means, we ſhould not fret or 


repine to ſee them 1n fuch a proſpzrous eon- 
dition : for ſo 'tis expreſly ſaid werſ. 2. Fret not 
thy ſelf becauſe of him who proſpereth in his way ; 
. becauſe of the man who bringeth wicked: devices 
to paſs. Be not troubled ar the proſperity of 
wicked men and their ſtrange Gecehdulnels, 
if it ſhould fo be, and as it often happens. 
And ſo he brings it in as an Obſerve of his 
own towards the later end, werſ.35. 1. have ſeen 
the wicked in great power, and ſpreading himſelf 

like a green Bay-tree ; yet he paſſed away. 
And indeed were thus all, that Wicked _ 
only 
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only grew great, acquired power and wealth, 
and did no hurt with 1t to others; this might 
well cnough be born with, we ſhould nor 
nced to fret our ſelves at them, or to cnvy 
them upon this ſcore : but when chey abuf: 


| thoſe Advantages to the dangerof the Church 


and the deſtruction of Gods Servants, this . 
muſt needs affeet, and gonear to the heart of 
all choſe who are touchr with any care of 
Gods honour and the concerns of Religion. 


And thus 1s it here, 


Verſc 12. The wicked plotteth againſt the juſ, 
and gnaſheth upon him with his teeth. They lay 
deſigns of Treachery and Miſchict, as having 
a natural Antipathy againit thoſe perſons, 
who out of Conſcience dare not believe as 
they beheve, nordo as they do; as the Wife- 


man mi the ſecond Chapter of his.Wiſdom has 


elegantly ſer it forth. Come, ſay they, ler us 
lie in wait for the Righteous ; becauſe he 3s not for 
our turn; and he is clean contrary to our doings. 
He upbraideth us with our offending the Law, and 
objefteth to our infamy the hard ons of our 
Education. He profeſſeth to have the knowledge 


of God; and he calleth himſelf the Child of the 


Lord. He was made to reprove our thoughts. He 
z5 grievous unto us, even to behold ; for his life is 
70t 
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not like other mens, his ways are of another faſhion. 
We are efteemed of him as Counterfeits ; he ab- 
Raineth from our ways as from filthineſs, &C. 


What words could more graphically expreſs 


that deviliſh Animoſity, which choſe of Rome 
have againit the Engliſh and other Reformed 
Churches? 

Well! from Confult they proceed to A- 
tion. 
Verſe 14. The wicked have drawn out the ſword, 
and have bent their bow, to caft down the poor and 
needy,and to ſlay fuch as be of a right converſation. 
They.make their bloody preparations to ruin 
choſe who lived quietly by them, and truſting 
to thar ſtrength and policy, arc torward to 


venture uponany thing, be 1tnever ſo unlaw- 


ful, chat may advamage their Cauſe, againtt 
thoſe who refolve not to uſe any unjawtul 
means, though for their own Preſervation: 
And 1t they cannot do it by Whcle-fale, 
in Maſlacres; they are content by Retail to 


' vent their cruel malice upon fingle perſons. 


Verſe 32. 7he wicked watcheth the Righteous ; 
he dogs himup and down; and ſeeketh occafion 
to ſlay him, that 1s, he uſes all arts and attempts 
of Treachery to infnare and trepan. hun. _ - 

Thas1s the Caſe, asit 1s here pur.. 8 

nd: 
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En nw... | 


And that this hath been the condition' of 
the Church and People of God, throughout all 
Ages, ever {ince there was an Enmuty put be- 
twixt the Secd of the WWoman,that 1s,Chriſt and 
all crue Believers; and the Seed of the Serpent, 
that 1s, Wicked men, who act under the Deyil 
as his Inſtruments; 1s ſo apparent from all 
Church-Hiſtory , that I need not trouble you 
with a colle&tion. St. Auſtin in his Book of the 
City of God hath, as I remember, given a fair 
account of this matter at large. Thus Cain 
ſlew Abel upon the ſcore of Reiaion, becauſe 
his Brothers offering was accepted, and his 
own was not : Iſhmael the Son of the Bond- 
woman, perſecuted Iſaac the Child of the 
Promiſe; and Eſau hated Facob and vow;d 

| his death, becauſe he was better beloved 
of God and had got the Bleſſing from 
him. | 
And for this reaſon the Iſraelites,Gods ſelect 
People, were deteſted by all the Heathen and - 
Idolatrous Nations, that dwelt round about 
chem ; *becauſe they had a different way of 
Worſhip from chem all, wherewith they wor- 
ſhipped the true God according to his own 
Appointment. And yet it pleaſed God at 
[ ſeyeral 
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ſeveral times to give up this People of his for 
cheir ſins into the hands of their Enemues, the 
Moabites, Ammonites, Syrians, Babylonians;' and 
upon their Repentance to work for them 
great and ſignal Dehverances. 
And thus, to go no further with the dedu- 
tion, hath ſtood the Gaſe berwixt us and our 
Popiſh Adverfaries ever fince the Reformation. 
— Many a time have they afflicted me from my 
youth wp, may our Iſrael now ſay. Many a time 
have they afflited me from my youth up, yet they 
have not prevailed againſt me, Pfal. 129. 1, 2. 
They have by Gods providence and our own 
indulgence been ſuffered to liveamongſt us in 
better condition, than perhaps other Subjects 
have; free from thoſe Penalties the Law had 
 Impoſcd upon them, and quit of thoſe charg- 
able Duties, that he upon others ; and by this 
means have had the opportunity of amaſſin 
great Wealth, and carrying on the C atbolick: 
Cauſe , as they call it; till at laſt they were 
grown ripe, as they fancied , ' by the contri- 
vance of their Prieſts and a kind of univerſal 
Combination of the whole Party at home 
and abroad, tor the Executzon of their great 
Delign, which God in his Mercy hath pre- 
vented, or I hope wilt prevent ; nay —_— 
k-164 C will, 
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will, if we, as we dught to do, commit our 
ſclves and our ways unto hiny, =» 
My buſineſs is not to blow the Coals, or to 
raiſe thoſe popular Jcalouſies, which are too 
apt of themſelves, upon occaſion, eſpecially if 
they meet with any 1ncouragement, to break 
out into open flames; but rather to allay - 
thoſe irregular heats. Only I could not but 
take notice of a matter of. fact, which s fo 
notorious; and T muſt ayow, (for why may 
I not? irbeine thefenſe of the Nation :) chat 
there's 180 one, who has any Piety to God, any 
Loyalty to his Soverejen, in whoſe Sacred lis 
all our IRtereſts are involved; any Love to his 
Country, or any true care of himfelf : I fay,- 
there 18 ho g60d Proteſtant or true Englift- 
man, bur mult needs as verily believe the late 
daminable Corfpiracy of the Papiſts againſt 
us, as hedoes heartily deteſt it; and be truly 
ſenſible of the danger we were in, and of 
Gods Merey itn the Diſcoveryof i. - 
This rken being a Ce hot only fappoſed, 
but piiblickly deglared ; thenext thing, which 
isto be the main; of my- Medications; 15 to 
ſhew; how weateto behave ourfclves; when 
we fre thus beſet With Enctnics, thac profes 
a" Religion , Whoſe-Privciples att made up of 
ol SuUPCEr- 
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Superſtition and Tyranny, and whoſe Pra- 
fices have been always as full of Treachery 
and Crucley. © For thats the true Scope and 
Purport of thisboth Pſalzz and Text, to adviſe 
in what manner the People of God ought to 
deraean themſelves under ſuch perilous and 


afflictive Circumftances. Thusis the ſecond 


part. 


' I. The Direfion or Counſel the. Pſalrmift 
gIves UPON the .C aſe, Which \F6s;t@ be two- 
told, as being delivared 12. two Forms of 
- words; bur 1s zndeed much at age: for fo 
r/ling our Jelpes -of ,0ur mayypanthe Lod, is in 
of the ,Pſelws the famerthing as 
7 n. * However for -Diftribugon 
ſake, 1 hall -confider #heſc Exprofiians ſepa- 


the langyage 
YE 


ruſting, 


ately. and apaxt,: And : |: 


v77'Þ: 


l:cx or x0nmiting aur nay roo the Lond, 1- 
though 1t may be taken to ;fignific. the ſame 

as cafting ar barthen pon him, Pal. 57. and 
calling our carcupor ham, as:StPeater hath it; » Pets. 7. | 
yet as Way doth in Scripture-ale denoeVIite 
inſtitutum, the courſe of life, the method and 
qrderof our Converſation; 1 mayibeallowed 
id takaganfomawhata dit 
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theſe three things. . 


2 


An 


YO E OO 


2Þ A '$ ermon Preached 7” 


<! 
wok 
_” « * 
A v8 
M8 % 
ſ ” __ 


An intire Obedience to the Word of God: as 


 theRuleof ourations. 


A meek Submiſſion to the Will of God,which 
governs human Aﬀairs. And _ 

A regular Walking in the Duties of our par- 
ticular Calling; leaving the reſt, as -things 
which-we are not immediately concerned 1n, 
to God Almighty's diſpoſal. i 

Secondly, Truſting in God wmnports thefe par- 
ticulars : TG 1h TAS ant 
- A fiducial Reliance upon his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſsin the care and- condutt of our Per- 
ſons, and of all our Concerns... - + 

A Declaration of that our dependance u 
on him 4n carneſt and frequent Prayer. = 

And withal honeſt Endeavorrs of our 
own for our Preſervation , 1n the uſe of all 
lawful Means ; holding our ſelves ſtill 1n that 
Station wherein- God hath placed: us, and 
leaving the Eventco. him. - 

That theſe Interpretations are proper and 
natural, I ſhall, as I go, briefly make out from 
the body of the Pſalm. 


L Commit thy way unto the Lord is Rule » As 
I faid before, of general uſe, ro. quiet the 
nunds of men,and to ſecure them either _ 
their 
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their Fears or under their Troubles, whatever 


they may be, Temporal or Spiritual, Perſonal or 
National; particularly, as 1t 1s here linuted, to 
- fortifie and bear up the Spirits of pious per- 
ſons.againſt the apprehenſion or actual op-. 


preſſion of praterags Wickedneſs. And that 15, 

x. That they do carcfully obey God accord- 
ing to his Word, which he hath. appointed for 
the Rule of our actions; by doing what he 


hath there commanded, and by avoiding all | 


known ſin: and this will certainly draw after 
it the divine: Protefion and all manner of 
Bleſſings. . 0 | 

So verſ.27. Depart from evil and do good, and 
dwell fox evermore: This 1s the beſt courſe,any 
man can take, either for this World or the 
next; whereas Evil doers, on the one' hand or 
the other, be they of what profeſſion or deno- 
mination they will, we-are told werſ. 9. ſhall be 
cut off and rooted out by ſome ſignal Vengeance, 
or untimely Exciſion. 

Again, verſ. 4. Delight thy ſelf in the Lord; 
kt it be thy greatdelight and fanistattion, and 
thy main deſign, to ſerve”and to pleafe him 
and be will give thee thy hearts deſire... 


And thus verſ. 30. in a. fuller aecount. The : 


mouth of the righteous ſpeaketh Wiſdom ,. and 


hi 3, 
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 Gisrongue talketh of Fud ment. The Law of ti his 
God 35 in his heart: all his thoughts and diſ- 
courſes are buſted about Gods Word, and his 
own Duty; and this indeed 2s ttruc-faving 
Wiſdom, and of him it 1s there! hat 'none 
of -his:goings ſhall flide ; he ttands apan tae 
ground. 

Andthis we find laid dewnilhe aAMaxim In 
the 38th verſe, according:to our reading = 
the Church-Office ; and thatagrceablyxo 
ancient 'Tranflations: Kerpunuocence, am: wa 
heed ro the thing that is right; for that Jhall bring” 
a man Peace at the laſt. 

Onthe contrary-for a man, by=. «eg 
deliberate Diſabadience, to go 
_ way, 1s to put himſelf out of Tots rcndhioh, 
and he that would fave his Sow, his Life, his 

Fortunes, or whatever it be, by doing againſt 
Gods Commands will find, that he takes the 
reacheſtcourſe toloſetthem. 

2. That they meckly fubmirtoxhe WH of 

God,an his Providential Adrrumifirations: As 
thereisa will of lis Coxmands, fo there's a will 
of his Decrees. Tothat we are bound to pay 
an aAive Obedience, -to this a - paſſive. By -thu 

He governsrhe'W orld, by ther Ws ought to 
—_— our ſelves. That Will. of \his/ 1s con- 
tain d 
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cain'd in Scripture ; this laid forth in Providence. . 


I know, there were a fort of people, that 
made great uſe of Providence, and governed 
themſelves by it; making Scriprare rt {elf fub- 


fervient tO 1t, and concluding any thing, were: 


itnever ſo bad, lawful, if it were but fucceſs- 


fal; But tlus was no fair ufe of Providexce, nor 


was ut a right mechod to expound Scriptures 
according to Providences, as they were wont 


todo; but on the contrary to'interpret Pro- 


vidence by Scripture. For God many tunes by 
his Providence pernuts thoſe Evils to have ct- 
fect, the doing of which he hath in his Ford 
forbidden. As then the Ewrlof Sin cannot be 
juſtified by Providence, fo the Exil of pani/h- 
ment , winch Providence at any time brings 
upon. us; 1s to be fubmatred to ;- which the 
Prophet calls the accepting of our Puniſhment: 


Where this meck Sztymifion is, there will be | 


no Fretting, no Repining'ior Murnwring, bur 
2 patient Attendance. This wemeet within 
the front of the Plalm ;, Free not thy ſeff,do nat 


vex. and. chaſe and hear thy felf, as 1t. 1$1n the 


Original: and it 1s further explawn'd 2erſ.7: Reſt 
inthe Lord, or. Be filent. to. the: Lnrd ; make ng 
complaints, and wait patiently: for bim ; do #0t 
fret or grieve atthe nan _thet doth after evilC 5 
on. els x 
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ſels : as if he ſhould have faid ; Have patience 
2 while, and thou'lt have reaſon to adnure 
and applaud Gods Wiſdomand Juſtice, and 
| his Mercy-too in thoſe worſt of his Diſpen- 
ations, which now thou art too apt to be 
troubled ar. 4 
Ir was goodadyice Gamaliel gave, AF.5.39. 
and it took; thatif a Counſel or a Work be of 
God, it cannot be overthrown, and to oppoſ: 
it 1s to fight againſt God ; which who do, they 
make to themſelves a great Enemy. and arc 
like te. have but little peace. Bwr the Meek, as 
It 1s ver[.1 1. ſball inherit the Earth, and ſhall de- 
 lightthemſelves in abundance of Peace. t 
3.Thar they keep orderly to the duties of their 
own Station, and leave other things out of 
cheir Sphere to God and to their Superiours, 
to take care of. | 
And this is a_ Conſequent of that Meekneſs, 
we Ipoke of A 8. Ceaſe from anger , forſake 


wrath; do not be troubled, or diſcontented : 
fret not thy ſelf in any wiſe to doevil, or, as we 
read, fret not thy ſelf, elſe ſhalt thou be moved to 
do evil; do not be tranſported with Paſſion, 
ſoas to go out of the Road of thy, Duty, and 
to venture upon things that do not concern 
thee, thatno way belong to thee. 


And 


PSY 


lneds befire the Lord Mayar, 7 


 Anditisalfo an-Evidence of 7rufting inGod, 
45 1t 18 ver. 3. Truſt in the Lord and be doing good ; 
thy beſt and wiſeſt courſe will be to hold thee 
to God and to order thy ſelf according to his 
will, by doing all the good thou cant in that 
_ place, wherein he has ſer thee, and whatever | 
the Temptation may be; do not fall off-to E- 
vil irregular courſes; azd jo ſhalt thou dwell in 
the Land', and verily thou ſbalt be fed: God 
will then provide. for. thy ſecurity and thy 
comfortable ſubſiſtence. ©8o- 4 
 Andethis he lays down in a Propoſition, 
ver[.23.T he ſteps of @& man are ordered by the Lord, 
and he delighteth in-his way; thats, Tf tus Reps 
be ſo ordered, that his Converfation be con- 
formable ro Gods Will and Dire&tion, then 
God will delightin his way ; hewill bepleaſed- 
and kindly accept of him. ©. : 2} 
However be not fo envious againſt the workers 
of Iniquzty, as ta emulate them, to/betempred 
todo like them,to-rake the ſame courſe as they 
do, ortojayn with them,. becaufe thou ſcett 
them proſper, and to commit Wickedneſs and 
to do evil alſo, as the Chaldee Paraphraſt has 
render d'that place... 7 ne Hee 
There are ſome who out of a teaderncſs of 
apprehenſion 1tnagine, they cannot _—_— 
rom 
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from Popery, without running into the other 
extreme of Schiſm,(which 1s, as the Apolile ſets 
it,to abboy Idols and commit Saciled K and yet 
are ready enough to take up the ſame Princi- 
plcs as Papiſts have, and to do the ſame things 
as Papiſts do. 
_ The Papiſts cull us Hereticks, and upon that 
ſcore think they can deſign or a&t nothing a- 
gainſt us, but what the cauſe of Religion and 
che _—_—_— of holy Church will make good. 
- Let not us beſo far Hereticks, as to do like. 
them,and to juſtifie their Principles and*Pradli- 
ces, by owning them eur felyes: 7e know nor, 
ſays Chriſt, of what ſpirit ye are, when.hus Diſct- 
ples would haye had him called tor fire frem- 
ceaven. It 1s no Chriſtian Spirit, no Evangeli- 
cal temper, this. | 
tis however a known Rule and gencrally 
approv d in mens Practice, VimV:; to repel 
force by force,and to ſupplant os with fraud; 
but Chriſtianity ſure wal notallow of this, tel- 


ling us that Vengeance is Gods Prerogative,and 
that the beſt way of Revenge 15 fo overcome 
Evil with Good. | 


 Somuch tor the firſt partof the Advice. 


aid 
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I. The other part of this Head is to truſt in 
God; to depend upon him, -to make our Ap- 
plications to him, and what we may lawfully 
do of our ſelves towards our own fafcty , not 
to be over-ſoll1citous about it, but to leave the 
cyent. of it to him, who will never forſake 
them. or leave them deſtitute, that thus truſt 
inhim- And this implies | 
1. A fiduciat Relyance upon his Wiſdom and 
Goodne(s; which 1s that.St.Peter adviſes; Ca- 
fting all your care upon him, for he careth for you. 
And whom can we better truſt than God,jn all 
- our Affairs, in all oug Concerus? for if. he be 
for us, who can be againſt us? 

And indeed that. 1s one main deſign of 
Gods, in letting the Churches Enemies prevail 
over her atany time, in ſuffering his People to 
fall ſometimes into danger or diſtreſs, beſides 
' our Amendment and Trial,to drive us to acloſer 


Dependance upon himfclt, and to unhinge us - 


from all ſecular Confidences. - REES 
Now this Relyance includes mn 1tall the three 
Chriſttan Graces ; an Adheſion of ' Faith, 'an 
Aſſurance of Hope, and an itire Refignation 
of Mind and Fortunes, which is the Comply- 
ance of Chartty. WES TR: 
| D 2 2. An 


—_ 


C> 


m—r— 4 
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2. An Acknowledgment of th; our Re- 
lyance upon'hun by the conitant and earnelt 
Addreſles of our Prayers to him. For Prayer 
isthe condition of receiving ;. 'tis the HKey.of 
David, that ſets Heaven wide open tor the 
letting down all manner of r_ ,» Elpc- 
cially thoſe of Preſervation and Deliverance, 
He hall call upon me, and 1 will delizer him. 

And this Fonas owned, when he was 1n the 
belly of che; Whale, with weeds wrapt about 
his head;, whoſe difcharge was immediately 
ordered by God upon” his Prayer; and for a 
Document: to us all , he tells us there, thar 
They who obſerve lying vanities, thoſe who take 
ill courſes and uſe unlawful-means to ſave 
themſelves; ſuch forſake their own Mercy :: for 


Satvation is of the Lord. 


3. Nor;yet doth Prayer, which fceks Sal \, 
yation from the Lord, :cxehade our own' En- © 
deavours, and the uſe of all lawful Meazs for 
the procuring our own Safety. Miniſters may 
and Muſt Preach and Pray tfor't;, and Ma- 
giftrates wn the ſeyeral circles of Society act 
1m order to-it, and every common Perſon may 
one way or other be 1n his place inſtrumental - 
for the good of the whole Body, whereof tits © 
a Member. | | Eads 
| T7 ſay, 


_ beforg the WT TY on 


or 


#1 fay , #n his plare ;' for no thn oupht to 
o without Commiſſion' out! of the bounds 
of his Calling *be by Incencion 'To) the Pub- 
lick never ſo good: 2 
When the 4-4:upon Davkds ode was to 
be removed, and the-Oxen that carried 4 4 
{turnbled and died it- 'Uzzah; who was one 


of- ne Drivers, ; Withour: UDODE out of boat. 
It 


before : chat he ſin nor ow to wy 
himſelf: nor dared he t6 brihs 1 mr homie to- 
hum, as queſtionlek he had-ar beſt mended. 


Suppo c our Ark,the Church of God:among | 


us, ſhould torrer , 'ir 1s not for' every Catt- 
driver to offer his helpin hand; or if the 
Veſſel of State ſhould bulge and frag from 
fide to fide, 1t 15:not for every private perſon 
to rake upon him the place -of Sreersman. 
' Scripture 'is not of private Interpretation ; nor 
ought the Law, or the Afﬀeairs of State and 
Myfteries of Government to be ſo-neither. 

We read in Ezek, Ch.xo. of a-Whee/within 
a Wheel, that is, 1 ſuppoſe (far 1 donortake 
UPON. 
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upon me to be ai Interpreter of Prophecics,) 
the Church within the State, It 1s: ſaid there, 
that the Wheels went along, but they did not turn, 
they only went as the Head gnided thei, 
that 1s, the Cheruh;, {for the four Cherubs had 
each his Wheel) and the Cherzb was a fign of 
Gods Majcſtatick preſence. The Moral 1s plain, 
We are not to turn thele Fheels, but: let chem 
g0 as the Cherub directs:them. Belides, theſe 
Wheels themſclves, it1s fud, were fall of eyes, 
ſo thac they coyld {ce which way they wear, 
and did not perform a blind obedience to the 
Cherub neither. . What may we gather from 
hence? Wl ordl 4 

We muſt let God and his Cherubs, his Vice- 
ocrents, govern the World, and in Caſes of 
doubt and danger, refer our ſelves to the Pru- 
dence and Authority of our lawful Superiours, 
whoſe Buſineſs it 1s and their great Concern 
too, to look after theſe things, tor they have 
greater ſtakes toloſe than we Inferiours have. 

But now {ce our Unhappineſs? Every bo- 
dy nowadays ſets up for a State-mender,cvery 
Company of ordinary perſons, wherever rhey 
meet, ſo manage their Diſcourſes, as if they . 
wcre a Committee of Council. to regulate the 
Afﬀairs of Religion and Government. But alas! 
| {5 this 


— 
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this is not the way to mend the Matter or to 
order our Concerns, bur rather to run us in- 


co further Diſtrattions and Diſorders. 
If. And thus I have difpatcht the ſecond 


gcneral Head ; I come to the third and lait, 

the Affurance of ſucceſs, 1f we follow this Ad- 
vice, Which 1s, that God will bring it to paſs. 
How ? why,cvea by his common Providence. 
How dtd he reſtore our Rehg1an after Queen 
Manes ſhort Reign? How did he bring back 
our Xing, our Laws and: Liberties after the late 
Uſurpation? The Wheels of Church and State 
mov'd, as the Heavenly Cherubs- guuded them; 
withouc turning, without almoit the help of 
mat at leaſt without any Violence or Blood- 
ſhed. Further, we may be aſſured, that who- 
ſoever ſhall: attempt to: re-introduce Popery 
hicher , does but go about-to build up the 
Walls. of Jericho. God Almighty will take 
care of us, if we be not wanting to our ſelves, 
if we but commit our ſelves to him; © 

This Aſſurance 18 made out 1n theſe particu- 
lars: JL TESES : 

. 1. As to theVicked; ſuch as certainly our 
Adverſaries are; tor the Laws of God and Man 
condemn their Practices. Ta. 

fELT- 
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\ .. Their flouriſung Condition 1s but ſhort 
; livd; For they ſhall ſoon be cut down like the 

graſs, and | wither, os fade. amay. as. the grees 
herb. | | 
And 'for 'thar nuſ{chievous Deſtgns and 
wicked Attempts,, God; can, by ſtrange and 
 wondextul ways; difcover, (as he hath .dane) 
their -helith.:Plots:z., he can blaſt and detext 
their ungodly. Projefts ; he car; weaken their 
Power, or deny, them the, opportuwry of adt- 
ing their intended Mafchiefs; nay, which we 
mult not deny tothe work of men, hecan 
(and I hearuly pray, he may ) change their 
Wills, alter their Minds, jang- turn ther Hearts, 
at leaſt, he can by his Providence or lus Grace 
abate their Pride and; aflwage:their Malice, 
(which put them upon theſe wicked execrable 
Practices) as well as by his Power confound 
their. Devices. _ lend | 

' 2. And. then as. to..the Pies, thoſe who 
commit-their way.to God and tuft in him, he will 
cither prote&t;them from Danger, or preſerve 
them 72 1t, or ſupportthem xxder it, and atlaſt 
give them a good iflue oz? of 1t; beſides thoſe 
everlaſting Retribytipns, which wilkinfirurely 
rankbond all the momemany atthctions of 
this Life. | 


% 


a - + 
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And all theſe ſeyeral Inſtances 1 might fur- 
niſh with Proofs out of the Pſalm it ſelf, and 
back them with terrible 7 hreats on one fide, 
and comfortable Promiſes on the other ; bur 
chat I fear I ſhould fax excecd my Time and 


tire your Patience. 


Only as to the I/ze of ſuch Trials, let me 
accommodate to our purpoſe a pafſage or two 
out of the Story of that Shipwrack,, deſcribed 
at large Af.29.whercin St, Paul was cancern'd. 
It was a great bleiling to the reſt to have him 
in their Company. 

When the Storm aroſe, he tells them, they 
ſhould not have left Creet ; there they might 
have rode fate. "Tis our Caſe; we have too 
many of us quit our Eſtabliſhments: had we 
continued there, were we united among, out, | 
ſclves, Rome durit nor attack us. Our Separa- 
wons and Diviſions have laid us open, and 
ayengur Enenues the: advantage aganit us. 
I with we could but une in the common In- 
tcreit of Proteſtants : for there is none of thoſe, 
that ſcparate trom the Church, but are fond of 
that Name fall; though as. to: be tcared of | 
fome.of- them, that by the cunning Inſinua. 
ton-pf thoſe jugling Prieſts, that have crept 
bane hit | E 


1n 
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m amonglt them, rhey have loſt much of the 
Thing. | ET TSS 
. The Storm ——_— , they are fain to 

lighten the Ship of her lading,and throw away 
her tackle and furniture, and let her drive 
However Pazul aſſures them of their Lives, if 
they will be ruled, though the Veſlel were to 
marry: The Sailers hearing that, would 
have got off in the long-Boat, and left the 
reſt to ſhift. That Paul hinders and obliges 
them to-truſt God as well as the reſt ; for their 
deferting the Danger would, have been pro- 
bably, (as I underitand the Story, the flingins 
up the Deliverance. 

On the other hand the Soldiers were as rude 
as the others fearful, and are as forward now 
to cut the poor Prifoners throats,as they were 
a while ago to cut tne Boat-ropes; for which 
their only pretence was, that they might pre- 
vent their Eſcape by killing chem, whe poor 
Souls expected every minute to be drown'd. 
Tins Storm was allayed by the good naturd 
Centurion. 

Thus you ſee there was a Tempeſt within, 
as well as without ;- and there are two forts of 
| People to raiſe it, the Fearful and the Boiftrous. 
| Thus Storm withia being appeaſed, the Storm 
without 
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without did 'thern the'lefs hurt; 'for they a 
eſcaped with their Lives to ſhoar. Whatever 
wefcar from our Popiſh Adverſaries; may we, 
| pray God,cyer be quiet and at Peaceamong 
our ſelves. ry 1 3 | 
Then let Exrochdon blow, let the Romijh 
Synagogue act with. all the ſpite and malice, 
with all the Cratt and Force, that Hell can 
furniſh her with, againſt the beſt of Churches, _ 
choughour bull ſhould by Gods juſt Permiſ- 
fon loſe her Tackle and be put a drift, I ſhould 
not altogether deſpair, 
And 1 doubtnot, but we have Magiſtrates 
and others, of St.Pauls ſpirit and the good 
Centurions temper , who will by their Autho- 
rity and Advice hinder and prevent thoſe Dar- 
gers and Diſorders, which the fear of ſome and 
the fury of others among our ſelves may o- 
therwiſe bring upon us; which, I ſay, weak 
Apprehenſions and ungrounded Fealou/tes on 
one hand, or boiſtrous Paſſions and turbulent 
Humors onthe other hand, may ingage us 1n. 
For though cvery one be obliged to have a 
Zeal tor his Religion, tor his Country, nay tor 
his: own. Intereſt; yer. it that Zeal tranſport 
usto act irregularly; 1t 16 be not a Zeal ac- 
cording to Knowledge, according to Duty, _ 
4 E 2 ue 
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bur ChriſtenFrenzy and wild Rage by the name 
of Zeal; and what our Adver/aries have all 
along done and ſtill do, juſtifie and ſanctifie = 
Yillany,by intitling it to the Cauſe of Religion : 
which 1s all one, as if we would deſign to lift 
Satan and his black Fiends mro Chriſts Miktza, 
and fetch Auxiharies from Hell to fight the 
Lords battles. 


After all, may ſome il-munded one fay,that 
I have all this while been perfwading you to 
ſtand till and ſuffer your Fees to be wheed- 
led into common ruin. No; I did at firſt 
ſuppoſe our Danger, and I hayc been offering 
the beſt Advice that Scripture affords, how we 
may be ſafe. For I have throughout the 
whole Diſcourſe taken David along with me, 
a man after Gods own heart; (tor fo*ris in the 
Title ſaid to be a Pſalm of Pauid) and un his 
words havedelivered the Exhortation,that you 
would zruft in God, and be patient in well-doing 
nor have I denied our own Endeavors too 1n 
the uſe of Hawful means. _ 
And ſuch kind of Coxnſelyou will find c- 
very where ſcattered throughout-the whole 
Bookof Pſalms; a Book fit to be:daily peruſed 
by all pious perfons;cſpecually in dubiousand 


dangerous times. ut 
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- But then from Soipture they will appeal to 
the Law of Nature, and will cell us, that a man: 
- 1s obliged rodoany thing, all he can, to pre- 
frve himſelf, and that every thing in thar 
Cafe becomes ipſo faffo lawful. — 
Self-preſervation, 1t 18 true, 1s one of the 
greateſt and tendereft Concerns, that Narure 
has ; who has by ſecret and vigorous Inſtinfs 
caught every Creature to provide for 1ts Safe- 
ty and to fly Danger: £5 
But how, to give an Inſtance, does the little 
Brood, when they ſee a Bird of prey hovering 0- 
yer their head, ſeek to preſerve themſelves, but 
by taking ſhelter under the Dams wings? a 
Metaphor, the Pſalmift oft makes uſe of, when 
he ſpeaks of Divine Proteftion ; as where. he. 
ſays, Hide me under the ſhadow of thy wings, till 
theſe calamities be overpaſt. Whereas ſhould the 
filly Creatures take wing and flutter abour, - 
they would, inſtead of ſaving themſelves, give. 
their Enemy the advantage of making his 
ſtoop upon them. Fake 
Further, Religzon, re which the very Re- 
ſentments of Nature are to give place, hath in- - 
ſtructed us, that even Self 1s not to be pre- 
ſerv'd by unlawfalmeans.' For Foil js net to be 
done, whatever-Good may come of tt... - 
Beſdes;-, 
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, Beſides, which is. the ground of our yery 
Chriſtianity, our bleſſed Lord hath made Self- 
denial the Character and Badge of his Reli- 
gion. He that will be my Diſcaple, ſays he, et 
him deny himſelf and takeup his Croſs, and follow 


. me: and He that loves father or mother, houſe or 


land, or life it ſelf more than me, is not worthy of 
7e. Nor do I fee, how this Self-denial is a- 
ny way reconcileable with Self-preſervation , 
in thar ſenſe as ſome people take it; as if it 
were lawtul tor a man to do any thing,though 
never ſo /infal; to take any courſe, though 
never fo unlawful, to preſerve himſelf. This 
way . of preſerving -our ſ{clves may indeed 
make us Gnoſticks or Hobbiſts or Libertines, but 
cannot truly denominate us Chriſt;ans. 

When al is done, 'tis the far better and the 
morecligible of the two, to ſuffer evil, than to 
do it. And this ſuffering condition, be it as it 


will, will have much more of comfort and ſecu- 


rity 11 1t too, than any ſinful compliance or 

wicked oppoſition can have. = 
Theſe Directions then of doing oxr duty and 

truſting in God, are the beſt and only means 

of ſecuring our ſelves againſt thoſe Dangers, 

our Enemies threaten us with. For tf we act 

like them, and make no more Coons 
| 0 
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before the Lord Mayor. | Ml 


of uſing unlawful means to preſerve our 
ſelves, than they have done to deſtroy us; if 
we ſhall be found alike Evil-deers and Tranſ- 
grefſors as they are, though in a different way ; 
we muſt expect from an impartial God the 
ſunc Doom, as 1s 1n time.to paſs upon them, 
to be cut off and rooted out ; when on the con- 
crary the Meek-ſpirited ſhall inherit the Earth : 
and thoſe who truſt in the Lord and continue 
doing good and minding their own duty, ſhall 
by ſo doing .dwell in.the Land, and verily they 
ſhall be fed ; they ſhall be preſerved, main- 
tained: and provided! for; and: the end of the _ 
Upright-manJſhall be peace ; and the ſatuation of 
the Righteous ſhall be from the Lord, who will 
help them, and deliver them from the- wicked, and 
ſave them, becauſe they truſt in him ; and thoſe 
who depart from evil and do good ſhall dwell for 
evermore ; they ſhall live happily , they and 
their Poſterities, in this World , and ſhall be 
Bleſſed in the World to come to all Eternity. 


Amen. 
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